
 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: DR. JAMES FRANACHINI, SUPERINTENDENT 

FROM: MICHAEL OUIMET 

SUBJECT: DONATION:  2018-19 BUDGET  

DATE: JULY 14, 2018 

CC: BOARD OF EDUCATION 

The Averill Park Education Foundation has generously made a donation of $10,394 for the 
purpose of funding the following: 

 $5,789 Miller Hill, Music Department – FlipForms (multipurpose music seating & 
riser) 

 $4,605 High School, Math Department – TI-Innovator with LaunchPad Board  
 
I recommend the District accept this donation, increase the General Fund budget by $10,394 

(A2110450100000, $10,394) and publicly thank the Averill Park Education Foundation for their 
contribution and continuing support of our school community.   

Please place this recommendation on the July 23, 2018 Board of Education agenda.  Please do 
not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding this recommendation. 

 

    

  



July 13,2018 

Nicole Freeman 

Averill Park High School 

146 Gettle Road 

Averill Park, NY 12018 

Re: Grant Approval 

Dear Ms. Freeman: 

We're delighted to report that the Trustees of the Averill Park Education Foundation have awarded you a 

grant in the amount of $4605.00 to help cover specific costs related to TI-Innovator Hub. 

The funds from this grant are restricted to cover the costs detailed in your grant request dated May 9, 

2018 and submitted to the Trustees for consideration. 

Within a year, we ask that you send us an informal report on how you have used this grant, along with at 

least one photo showcasing your project that we may post on our web site or use in promotional materials. 

The APEF is proud to support and enrich Averill Park Education through meaningful projects such as 

yours. We wish you success with your project and look forward to hearing more about it. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Bendett 

President, Averill Park Education Foundation 

Averill Park Education Foundation 
PO Box 56 

Averill Park, NY 12018 
http://www.averillparkef.org/ 



Dear members of the Averill Park Education Foundation, 

Nicole Freeman 

freemann@apcsd.org 

518-928-6596 

This letter is in support of my application for Tl-lnnovator Hub with TI LaunchPad Board & Tl-lnnovator 

Rover Bundles. Last year, I volunteered to start a computer science sequence of classes at Averill Park 

High School. There is a plethora of information about the high demands of computer science education 

in the state, country, and world, so I helped Averill Park jump on board last year by proposing an 

introductory course. Since technology is expensive, implementing the course came with a high price tag 

because the district needed to purchase laptop computers for the programming. There is no substitute 

to the computers and they have used a big portion of the budget for the new course. The course has 

run as smoothly as any new course can and everyone, including me, learned a lot. One highlight of the 

course was that my students led an Hour of Code at Averill Park High School, where teachers signed up 

to have my students come in and lead them through small introductory coding activities. The goal is to 

expose students to coding in a fun and non-threatening way. Students had a great time both teaching 

and learning. Next year, we will be offering a new course called, "Exploring Computer Programming" 
and hopefully will expand even further in the future. 

I am also in a unique situation with Texas Instruments, the company from whom we have purchased 

classroom calculators and technology. I have done a lot of training with them and this year, they asked 

me to pilot some projects/technology that they have created to keep up with the increased importance 

of coding as part of high school education. The products that they have allowed me to borrow include 

Innovators and Rovers. The Innovators allow for mUltiple types of physical computing and the Rovers 

are small cars that run with the help of the Innovators. The really cool thing about these items is that 

they work off of the calculators that we already have! Students are familiar with the functionality of the 

calculators and they can code right on them. Their familiarity with the calculators provides mUltiple 

entry points and therefore success for all students. 

When my computer science students worked with this equipment, I was amazed by their abilities and 

enthusiasm. Class felt like a productive maker space, with kids being creative and working 

collaboratively to accomplish goals that they set for themselves. I already have training on this 

technology and have signed up for additional training over the summer. I am asking for enough bundles 

for a classroom of students to work in pairs. (In the future, maybe we could have one Rover pe-r 

student, but sharing is a great start.) 



July 13,2018 

Andrea Lubbers 

Miller Hill Elementary School 

8439 Miller Hill Road 

A verill Park, NY 12018 

Re: Grant Approval 

Dear Ms. Lubbers: 

We're delighted to report that the Trustees of the Averill Park Education Foundation have awarded you a 

grant in the amount $5789 for the purchase of seven FlipForm units for the music program. 

The funds from this grant are restricted to cover the costs detailed in your grant request dated April 23, 

2018 and submitted to the Trustees for consideration. 

Within a year, we ask that you send us an informal report on how you have used this grant award to 

impact student learning, along with at least one photo showcasing your project that we may post on our 

web site or use in promotional materials. 

The APEF is proud to support and enrich Averill Park Education through meaningful projects such as 

yours. We wish you success with your project and look forward to hearing more about it. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Bendett 

President, Averill Park Education Foundation 

Averill Park Education Foundation 
PO Box 56 

Averill Park, NY 12018 
http://www.averillparkef.org/ 



Andrea Lubbers 
Averill Park Education Foundation Grant Application 
April 23, 2018 

Description of funding request 

I am seeking funding for the purchase of seven (7) FlipForms units from the Wenger 
Corporation for seating purposes in my general music classroom. These multi
position platforms are similar to traditional choral risers but can be folded into 
three different and versatile positions (three levels, two levels, and flat) for a unique 
and exciting multi-tiered standing or seating arrangement perfect for teaching good 
singing posture, playing recorders, adding interest and creativity to movement 
activities, and more. The FlipForms units would replace the folding chairs with 
attached folding desks that are currently used in my general music room. The 
current chairs are not an appropriate size for all K-S students to use and create a 
rigid and sometimes unsafe environment for students to move. The chairs are very 
heavy and cumbersome, and have moving parts that are dangerous for little fingers. 
Replacing the chairs with FlipForms would alleviate these problems and provide a 
safer, quieter, more flexible, more comfortable, and more creative seating area for 
all students in grades K-S at Miller Hill-Sand Lake. FlipForms are easy to maneuver 
and much quicker to move for custodial purposes than a room full of heavy chairs. 
Using FlipForms would create a space with more flexibility, similar to that of the 
district's other two elementary schools' music rooms. 


